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1 . (Cutrently Amended) A method for selecting a fnrst digital object for display . (petetcH : iwaf 
in an electronic television procram guide comprising;. - ' 

receiving the first difiital object from a direct-to-home satellite communication 
system; 

determining first and second {\u2,y variable values associated with the first digital 

object; 

determining a first priority by nnapping the first and second fuzzy variable values onto 
a profile surmce adapted for dctcnnining prcfcwicea a35ooiati»d with a television viewer, 
comparing the fust priority to a picdefmed threshold; aod 

selecting the fii-st digital object for display in the electronic television program guide 
if the first priority crosses the predefined threshold. 

2. (Original) A method as defined in claim h further comprising the steps of: 
receiving a second digital object from the dircct-to-home satellite communication 

system; 

determining ihkd and fourth fuzzy variable values associated with tlie second digital 
object; and 

setting the predefined threshold by mapping the third and fourth ftozy variable values 
onto the profile surface, 

3. (Original) A method as defined in claim U fijrther comprising the step of 
displaying the first digital object in the electronic lelevision program guide. 
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4. (Original) A method as defined in claim 3. further comprising Oje steps of: 
selecting a color based on the comparison between the ilrst prioriiy and the predefined 

threshold, and 

associating the display of the first digital object with the selected color. 

5. (Original) A method as dofmed in claim 3. further comprising the 9teps of: 
selecting 9. number bastsd on the comparison between the first priority and the 

predefined threshold, and 

associating the display of the finst digital object with the selected number. 

6. (Origiaal) A mediod as defined in claim 2, wherein the first digital object 
comprises a» advertising object. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method for selectiug a first digital object associated 

with an electronic television program guide for deletion from memory, the method ,. fpale t eil; oiTiiiq)!^ 

conipri^ing^ 

receiving the fmt digital object from a direct-to-home satellite communication 
system; 

determining first and second fuzzy variable values associated with the furst digital 

object; 

determining a fu^t priority by mapping the first and second fuzzy variable values onto 
a profile surface adapted for determining preferences associated with a television viewer; 
comparing the first priority to a predefined thmahold; wd 

selecting the first digital object for deletion from a memory if the first priority crosses 
the predefined threshold. 
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8, (Original) A method as defmed in claim 7. further comprising me sieps of. 
receiving a second digital object fmm the direct-to-liomc satellite commxmlcation 
system; 

dctennining third and fourth fuzzy varinble values associated with the second digital 
object; and 

setting the predefined threshold by mapping the third and fourth fuzzy variable values 
onto tlie profile surface. 

$>, (Original) An apparatus for displaying a furst digital object in an electronic 
television program guide comprismg: 

a receiver that receives the first dtgiul object ttom a dircct-to-homc satellite 
communication system; 

a controller, opctatively coupled to the receiver, the controller determining first and 
second fuzzy vari^le values associated with the first digital object, the controller 
determining a first priority by mapping the first and second fuzzy variable values onto a 
profile surface adapted for determining preferences associated with a television viewer, the 
controller comparing the first priority to a predefined threshold, and 

a display, operatively coupled to the controller, the controller causing the display to 
present the fust digital object in the electronic television program guide if the first priority 
crosses the predefined threshold. 

10. (Original) An apparams as defined in claim 9, wherein: 

the receiver is further adapted to receive a second digital object firom the direci-to- 

home satellite conmninication system; 

the controller is further adapted to determine third and fourth feasy variable vahiec 

associated with the second digital object: and 
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the controller is further adapted ta detrnnitie the predefined threshold by mapping the 
third and fourth fuzzy variable values onto the profile Burface. 



1 \ , (Original) An apparatus 9b defined in claim 9. wherein: 

the controller is further adapted xo select a color based on the comparison between the 

first priority and the predefmed threshold; and 

the conuoller is further adapted to associate the display of the first digital object with 

the selected color. 

\2. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 9, wherein: 

the contn)llcr is further adapted to select a number based on the comparison between 

the first priority and the predefmed threshold; and 

the controller is further adapted to associate the display of the first digital object with 

the selected number. 

1 (Original) An apparams for selecting a first digital object associated witli an 
elecironic television program guide for deletion from memory comprising: 

a receiver that receives the fust digital object from a direct-to-home satellite 
communication system; 

a controller, operaiively coupled to the receiver, the controUer determining first and 
second fuzzy variable values associated with the first digital object, the controHer 
detcrmini;%g a first priority by mapping the ftrst and second fiizzy variable values onto a 
profile surface adapted for determining preferences associated with a television viewer, the 
controller comparing tiie first priority to a predefmed threshold, and 

a memory, operatively coupled to the controller, the controller causing the memory to 
delete the first digital object if the first priority crosses the predefmed thieahold. 
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14. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim U, wherein: 

the receiver is further adapted to receive a second digital objeci from the dirccHo- 
homc satellite communicati^^n syetom; 

the coiitroller is ftirihor adapted to determinL- third and fourth ftizzy variable values 
associated with the second digital object; and 

the controller is further adapted to determine the predefined threshold by mapping the 
third and fomrh fuzzy variable values onto the profile surtace. 
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